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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to: Amendment, entered 06/20/2008. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 7, 9-16, and 21-26 are pending. Claims 1, 15, 16, 25, and 26 are 
independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 7, 9-16, and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nicholas, U.S. Patent No. 6,865,719 B1, issued March 2005, 
application filed August 2000. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Nicholas discloses a display data creating 
apparatus that creates display data representing a plurality of display sections, each of 
the display sections containing a prescribed type of information, in response to a 
request from a client apparatus supplied via a network, and transmits the display data to 
the client apparatus via the network, because Nicholas teaches displaying a message 
or messages to the user containing a prescribed type of information (Fig. 2A; col. 2, 1. 
38-col. 3, 1. 65), transmitting the display data to a client browser in response to a 
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request via the network, such as the internet (col. 4, 1. 16-50). Nicholas teaches that the 
message may transmit an alert to a user (col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 1. 8; col. 17, 1. 25-49). 

Nicholas teaches a display data creating apparatus comprising: a determination 
part that determines for at least one of the display sections whether the information to 
be contained in a current display section satisfies a prescribed condition based on 
display configuration definition information and has a display mode attribute indicating a 
conditioned status, the prescribed condition indicating whether information contained in 
the current display section has been updated, because Nicholas teaches that the 
message may transmit an alert to a user, for example when the price of a stock dips to 
a given price indicated by the user, i.e., a time critical event, the alert indicating that the 
information has been updated (col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 1. 8; col. 17, 1. 25-49). Nicholas 
discloses additional examples of information to be contained in a display message 
satisfying a prescribed condition indicating updated information (col. 16, 1. 9-65). 
Therefore, Nicholas teaches that the displayed message is used to provide a notification 
to the user when a prescribed condition has been satisfied, and that the prescribed 
condition may be based on user cursor activity in the display (Fig. 8B; col. 2, 1. 54-col. 3, 
I. 23), or on a notification to the user when information has been updated (col. 3, 1. 49- 
col.4, 1. 15). 

Nicholas teaches a display data creating part that automatically changes a 
display format of the current display section to enhance visual recognition if the 
information to be contained in the current display section satisfies the prescribed 
condition by creating the display data so that the current display section is expanded 
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when the prescribed condition is satisfied, because Nicholas teaches that the message 
section can be expanded or enlarged when relevant to the user (col. 2, 1. 38-54, 
especially I. 53-54). Nicholas teaches that the message can be expanded allowing the 
user to view more details based on user cursor activity (col. 11,1. 22-60). Nicholas 
teaches that the message program can run in the background of any electronic device 
to notify the user of information by showing the notification message when the given 
event occurs, (col. 15, 1. 8-col. 16, 1. 28), including a time critical event, the alert 
indicating that the information has been updated (col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 1. 8; col. 17, 1. 25- 
49). 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Nicholas teaches a display configuration 
managing part that manages the display configuration definition information including a 
determination function used in the determination carried out for the current display 
section, wherein the determination part determines whether the prescribed condition is 
satisfied in the current display section based on the determination function, because 
Nicholas teaches that the displayed message is used to provide a notification to the 
user when a prescribed condition has been satisfied, and that the function for 
determining prescribed condition can be based on user cursor activity in the display 
(Fig. 8B; col. 2, 1. 54-col. 3, 1. 23), or on a notification to the user when information has 
been updated (col. 3, 1. 49-col. 4, 1. 15). 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Nicholas teaches, wherein the display data 
creating part creates the display data so that the current display section is arranged so 
as not to be below the other display sections when the prescribed condition is satisfied, 
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because Nicholas teaches that the displayed message image is arranged to move over 
the display screen as the cursor icon moves, staying with the user focus of attention 
(col. 2, I. 54-col. 3, I. 12; Fig. 4B; fig. 8A). 

Regarding dependent claim 9, Nicholas teaches wherein the display data 
creating part updates the current display section based on the display configuration 
definition information managed by the display configuration managing part, because 
Nicholas teaches that the displayed message is used to update the display and provide 
a notification to the user when a prescribed condition has been satisfied, and that the 
prescribed condition may be based on user cursor activity in the display (Fig. 8B; col. 2, 
I. 54-col. 3, 1. 23), or on a notification to the user when information has been updated 
(col. 3, 1. 49-col. 4, 1. 15). 

Regarding dependent claim 10, Nicholas teaches wherein the display 
configuration definition information of each of said at least one of the display sections 
includes the determination function, because Nicholas teaches that each message has 
the determination function (Fig. 8A, col. 12, 1. 49-col. 13, 1. 54). 

Regarding dependent claim 11, Nicholas teaches wherein the display 
configuration definition information includes information indicating whether or not the 
prescribed condition is set for each of the display sections, because Nicholas teaches 
steps of determining whether a trailing message feature is active, and if not the trailing 
message can be removed (Fig. A8, step 806; col. 12, 1. 49-64). Nicholas teaches 
additional steps including repositioning the message to overlap the text or input field 
(col. 13, 1. 10-32). 
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Nicholas teaches the display configuration definition information defining the 
display section for which the prescribed condition is set includes the determination 
function, because Nicholas teaches that each message has the determination function 
(Fig. 8A, col. 12, 1. 49-col. 13, 1. 54). Nicholas teaches that the displayed message is 
used to update the display and provide a notification to the user when a prescribed 
condition has been satisfied, and that the prescribed condition may be based on user 
cursor activity in the display (Fig. 8B; col. 2, 1. 54-col. 3, 1. 23), or on a notification to the 
user when information has been updated (col. 3, 1. 49-col. 4, 1. 15). 

Regarding dependent claim 12, Nicholas teaches wherein the display 
configuration data includes an information acquiring function required to obtain 
necessary information for each of the display sections, wherein the display data creating 
part acquires the information to be contained in the current display section based on the 
corresponding information acquiring function, because Nicholas teaches that the 
displayed message is used to update the display and provide a notification to the user 
when a prescribed condition has been satisfied, and that the prescribed condition may 
be based on user cursor activity in the display (Fig. 8B; col. 2, 1. 54-col. 3, 1. 23), or on a 
notification to the user when information has been updated (col. 3, 1. 49-col. 4, 1. 15). 

Regarding dependent claim 13, Nicholas teaches, wherein: the information to 
be contained in the current display section is information representing the condition of 
equipment connected on the network; the determination part determines whether 
malfunction has occurred in the equipment; and the display data creating part updates 
the current display section so as to indicate the occurrence of malfunction if it is 
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determined that malfunction has occurred in the equipment, because Nicholas teaches 
that the message display can be used for network administration alerts of problems on 
the network (col. 16, 1. 55-65; col. 15, 1. 25-43). 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Nicholas teaches, wherein: the information to 
be contained in the current display section is information stored in a database 
connected on the network; the determination part determines whether the database has 
been updated; and the display data creating part updates the current display section so 
as to present the information stored in the database if it is determined that the database 
has been updated, because Nicholas teaches updating the message display to send 
user notifications of information repositories, i.e., databases connected on the network, 
when the data has been changed (col. 16, 1. 8-28; col. 15, 1. 25-43). 

Regarding independent claim 15, claim 15 reflects the display data 
transmission system used to implement the display data creating apparatus as claimed 
in independent claim 1, and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 16, Nicholas teaches a method for transmitting 
display data comprised of a plurality of display sections, each display section containing 
a prescribed type of information, to a client apparatus, because Nicholas teaches 
displaying a message or messages to the user containing a prescribed type of 
information (Fig. 2A; col. 2, 1. 38-col. 3, 1. 65), transmitting the display data to a client 
browser in response to a request via the network, such as the internet (col. 4, 1. 16-50). 
Nicholas teaches that the message may transmit an alert to a user (col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 
I. 8; col. 17, I. 25-49). 
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Nicholas teaches upon receiving a request from the client apparatus, determining 
for at least one of the display sections whether information to be contained in a current 
display section satisfies a prescribed condition based on display configuration definition 
information and has a display mode attribute indicating a conditioned status, the 
prescribed condition indicating whether information contained in the current display 
section has been updated, because Nicholas teaches that the message may transmit 
an alert to a user, for example when the price of a stock dips to a given price indicated 
by the user, i.e., a time critical event, the alert indicating that the information has been 
updated (col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 1. 8; col. 17, 1. 25-49). Nicholas discloses additional 
examples of information to be contained in a display message satisfying a prescribed 
condition indicating updated information (col. 16, 1. 9-65). Therefore, Nicholas teaches 
that the displayed message is used to provide a notification to the user when a 
prescribed condition has been satisfied, and that the prescribed condition may be based 
on user cursor activity in the display (Fig. 8B; col. 2, 1. 54-col. 3, 1. 23), or on a 
notification to the user when information has been updated (col. 3, 1. 49-col. 4, 1. 15). 

Nicholas teaches creating the display data by automatically changing a display 
format of the current display section to enhance visual recognition in accordance with 
the determination result if the information to be contained in the current display section 
satisfies the prescribed condition by creating the display data so that the current display 
section is expanded when the prescribed condition is satisfied; because Nicholas 
teaches that the message section can be expanded or enlarged when relevant to the 
user (col. 2, 1. 38-54, especially I. 53-54). Nicholas teaches that the message can be 
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expanded allowing the user to view more details based on user cursor activity (col. 11,1. 
22-60). Nicholas teaches that the message program can run in the background of any 
electronic device to notify the user of information by showing the notification message 
when the given event occurs, (col. 15, 1. 8-col. 16, 1. 28), including a time critical event, 
the alert indicating that the information has been updated (col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 1. 8; col. 
17, I. 25-49). 

Nicholas teaches transmitting the created display data to the client apparatus via 
a network (col. 15, 1. 25-43; col. 2, 1. 38-50). 

Regarding dependent claim 21, claim 21 reflects the methods used for the 
display data creating apparatus as claimed in dependent claim 7, and is rejected along 
the same rationale. 

Regarding dependent claim 23, claim 23 reflects the methods used for the 
display data creating apparatus as claimed in dependent claim 13, and is rejected along 
the same rationale. 

Regarding dependent claim 24, claim 23 reflects the methods used for the 
display data creating apparatus as claimed in dependent claim 14, and is rejected along 
the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 25, claim 25 reflects the machine readable 
program executed by a display data creating apparatus used to implement the methods 
as claimed in independent claim 16, and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 26, claim 26 reflects the recording medium 
storing a machine readable program executed by a display data creating apparatus 
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used to implement the methods as claimed in independent claim 16, and is rejected 
along the same rationale. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments entered 06/20/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

While applicant argues that Nicholas does not disclose at col. 15, 1. 55-col. 16, 1. 
55 "how an alert notification message immediately appears on a user's presentation" 
(Remarks, p. 13, par. 4), Nicholas does disclose the newly claimed limitations a display 
mode attribute indicating a conditioned status... and ...so that the current display section 
is expanded when the prescribed condition is satisfied (Claim 1 ). In the cited passages, 
Nicholas discloses displaying a notification to a user when a prescribed condition 
occurs, such as when a stock reaches a current price. Nicholas discloses a graphical 
user interface with elements that meet the claim. 

Further, Nicholas discloses "automatically changing a display format of a current 
display section to enhance visual recognition", because Nicholas discloses at col. 15, 1. 
55-col. 16, 1. 55 that the notification is displayed to the user upon the occurrence of a 
particular event, without requiring action by the user. While applicant argues that 
Nicholas discloses that "a user must manipulate a display screen to open a desired 
screen when a message appears on the screen" (Remarks, p. 12), the message that 
appears on the screen requires no user intervention to make it appear, rather the 
message is displayed after a triggering event. Nicholas teaches that the message 
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section can be expanded or enlarged when relevant to the user (col. 2, 1. 38-54, 
especially I. 53-54). Therefore Nicholas teaches automatically changing a display 
format. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AMELIA RUTLEDGE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/(Doug tfuttonJ 
Doug Hutton 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



